Unit 6    Book3


Unit Six    The Human Touch

Teaching Objective
Students will be able to :
1. understand the main idea (Old Behrman saved Johnsy’s life at the expense of his own) and structure of the text;

2. appreciate how the repeated use of clues helps weave a piece of narration together;

3. grasp the key language points and grammatical structures in the text;

4. conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities related to the theme of the unit.

Time Allotment
1st and 2nd period------ Pre-reading Activities

3rd and 4th period------While-reading Activities
5th and 6th period -----Post-reading Activities and Section B

7th and 8th period------Listening and Speaking 

Teaching Contents

 Text Summary

The article gives readers an impressing story. Johnsy seemed to lose the will to hang on to life when she fell seriously ill. The doctor as well as her friends seemed helpless, but “last leaf” painted by an old man who was dying aroused her hope of life.

III. Text Analysis 

  As discussed in Text Organization Exercise 2, “ the last leaf” threads throughout the story to make the latter a coherent piece. In fact, if we look closely enough, we can find some other “threads”.

  For example, the doctor visited three times. It was from him that we learn how sick Johnsy was, how she had a 50-50 chance, and how she was sure to recover. His three visits sum up three stages of Johnsy’s illness. Moreover, he is very convenient when Old Behrman’s sickness needed to be revealed.

  Let’s look at another example. When Johnsy decided to die with the fall of the last leaf, she refused to take any soup. Yet when she was shaken alive again by that undying last leaf, one of her first desire was to drink some soup.

  Similarly, before she fell ill, she had wished to paint the Bay of Naples. Inspired by the last leaf, she again looked forward to painting it. 

  In Para18-19, we learn that Old Berrman was a failure career wise. He had always talked about a masterpiece, yet he was unable to deliver it. In Para 20, there went he again, “Some day I will paint a masterpiece, and we shall all go away.” Finally , he painted his masterpiece at the cost of his life.
 Cultural Notes
O. Henry(1862-1910): pseudonym of William Sydney Porter(1862-1910), American writer of short stories , best known for his ironic plot twists and surprise endings. Born and raised in Greensboro, North Carolina, O. Henry attended school only until age 15, when he dropped out to work in his uncle’s drugstore. During his 20s he moved to Texas, where he worked for more than ten years as a clerk and a bank teller. O. Henry did not write professionally until he reached his mid-30s, when he sold several pieces to the Detroit Free Press and the Houston Daily Post. In 1894 he founded a short-lived weekly humor magazine, The Rolling Stone.

  In 1896 O. Henry was charged with embezzling funds from the First National Bank of Austin, Texas, where he had worked from 1891 to 1894. The amount of money was small and might have been an accounting error; however, he chose to flee to Honduras rather than stand trial. Learning that his wife was dying, he returned to Texas in 1897 and , after her death, turned himself in to the authorities . He served three years of a five-year sentence at the federal penitentiary in Columbus , Ohio, where he first began to write short stories and use the pseudonym O. Henry.

   Released from prison, O. Henry moved to New York City in 1901 and began writing full time. In his stories he made substantial use of his knowledge of Texas, Central America, and life in prison. He also became fascinated by New York street life, O. Henry became one of the most popular writers in America, publishing over 500 short stories in dozens of widely read periodicals. 

  O. Henry’s most famous stories, such as “The Gift of the Magi,” “ The Furnished Room,” and “ The Ransom of Red Chif,” make simple yet effective use of paradoxical coincidences to produce ironic endings. For example, in “ The Gift of the Magi” a husband sells his watch to buy his wife a Christmas present of a pair of hair combs; but, she cuts and sells her long hair to buy him a Christmas present of a new chain for his watch. His style of storytelling became a model not only for short fiction, but also for American motion pictures and television programs.

  Writing at the rate of more than one story per week, O. Henry published ten collections of stories during a career that barely spanned a decade. They are Cabbages and Kings (1904), The Four Million(1906), Heart of the West (1907), The Trimmed Lamp (1907), The Gentle Grafter(1908), The Voice of the City(1908), Option(1909), Roads of Destiny(1909), Whirligigs(1910), and Strictly Business ( 1910). The collections Sixes and Sevens(1911), Rolling Stones (1912), and Waifs and Strays(1917) were published after his death. In 1919 the O. Henry Memorial Awards for the best American short stories published each year were founded by the Society of Arts and Sciences. The Complete Works of O. Henry was published in 1953.

 Language Study

1. taste n. appreciation of and liking for particular things  品味

 e.g. His taste in clothes leaves a little to be desired. 他在服装上的品味有待提高.

    Some people like older buildings and others prefer bold new architecture – it’s really just a question of taste.

    有些人喜欢老建筑,有些喜欢设计大胆的新建筑---这其实只是口味的问题.

2. in tune: harmonious(ly) ( often followed by with) ; in harmony  和调;协调; 融洽

e.g. His idea are in tune with the times.

   Her price of gold coins fluctuates in tune with that of commodities.

   比较: out of tune  不和谐, 不协调

   Her character is quite out of tune with her beauty.

   His theories were out of tune with the scientific thinking of the time.

3. joint: held or done by two or more persons together; shared by two or more people

 e.g. She had taken the money out of the joint account she had with her husband.

    There are a number of different forms of business ownership, such as partnerships, corporations and joint ventures.

    He had a joint Honors degree in English and philosophy. 

    他拿了英文和哲学双学位.

4. stalk: ( of an evil force) move through ( a place )n in a threatening way, move quietly and cautiously in order to get near  潜行; 偷偷接近

 e.g. The detective followed the suspect wherever he went，like a wild animal stalking its prey.

    嫌疑人走到哪儿,侦探就跟到哪儿,就像野兽跟踪猎物.

    When night falls, danger stalks the streets of the city.

     夜幕降临,城市的街道上潜伏着危险.

    Polar bears prefer to hunt seals on land or ice but may stalk them from under water.

 比较: track  v. 跟踪

 e.g. The police tracked the gang to their hideout.

    警察跟踪这个团伙,找到了他们的藏身处.

    Dogs are used to track the wolves to their lair in the forest.

    狗被用来跟踪狼群,寻找它们在森林里的巢穴.

5. here and there: in various places

 During the summer vacation he will do a bit of teaching here and there.

 Toys were scattered here and there on the floor.

6. victim : person, animal, etc. suffering death, injury or loss

 e.g. Police and hospital records indicate that the majority of victims of domestic violence are women.

    The Red Cross assists victims of natural and man-made disasters.

7. scarcely: not quiet; almost not

 e.g. I can scarcely remember when I last ate home-baked bread.

    The couple has scarcely gone out since the baby was born.

  Scarcely had I sat down to eat when the phone rang.

比较: scarce  a. 不多的, 难得的

   e.g. Scarcely resources should be used sensibly.

稀有资源应该合理应用.

hardly ad. 几乎不,   刚刚

   e.g. I was so tired I could hardly keep my eyes open.

我太累了, 眼睛都睁不开了

barely ad. 几乎不; 刚刚

   e.g. She can barely walk without holding on to something.

她不扶着什么就走不动.

8.think twice: think carefully or deeply   仔细考虑

 e.g. I should think twice before making any important decisions.

我对任何重要决定都会三思而后行.

I’d just do it if I were you and I wouldn’t think twice.

如果我是你,做就做了,我不会犹豫再三.

8. subtract: take (a number, quantity) a way from  减去; 扣除

 e.g. Four subtracted from ten equals six. 十减四等于六

You have to subtract 25% tax from the sum you receive.

你收到的总数里要扣除25%的税.

Students were given a lot of practice in writing, adding 

Passenger cars can be added or subtracted at either end of the subway train.

9. merry: happy; cheerful; bright and gay

 e.g. From the other room, we could hear the merry sound of laughter and glasses clinking.

    Peter and Mary were strolling about among the merry crowd enjoying Christmas Eve in Time Square.

10. backward: with the back or end first  倒着 

 e.g. He took a step backward to allow her to pass. 他退后一步让她过去.

This will be seen as a step backward.  这将被看成是退步.

Paul paced anxiously backward and forward. 保罗来来回回镀着步,非常着急.

The helicopter can travel forward, backward, or sideways.

11. bare: without covering, clothing, or decoration 光秃秃的; 裸露的;无装饰的

 e.g. Soil held in place by plant roots is less likely to blow or wash away than bare soil.

    In the 1970s China implemented(实行; 开展)its “ barefoot doctor” campaign, which trained thousands of villagers in rudimentary(基本的) health care.

    Don’t walk around outside in your bare feet. 不要光着脚在外面走动.

    The room was bare of furniture.   房间里没有家具,空荡荡的.

    There isn’t much time , so I’ll just give you the bare facts.   基本事实

12. dreary: dull ; gloomy; causing low spirits  沉闷的; 使人忧郁的

 e.g. By the time they had waited five hours for their delayed flight, everyone looked dreary.

She had spent a dreary day in  the dormitory writing the term paper。

Everywhere looked so grey and dreary in the rain.

She had spent a dreary day in the office sorting out the accounts.

她在办公室整理帐务,度过了沉闷的一天.

13. in a whisper: in a low voice

 e.g. He bent down and addressed her in a whisper.

I was awakened by hearing my own name spoken in a whisper.

He bent time they had waited five hours for their delayed flight, everyone looked dreary.

14. nonsense : foolish talk, ideas, behavior

 e.g. I think the report is nonsense and nothing but a waste of paper.

15.     Currently, the Web contains everything from nonsense to up-to-the-minute news about the US presidency of US stock quotes from Wall Street.

16. why: used to express mild surprise, indignation, or impatience (表示吃惊,生气,或不耐烦) 哎呀; 什么

 e.g. Why, if it isn’t old Georgie! How are you after all these years?

哎呀,这不是老朋友乔治吗?你这些年怎么样了?

Why, you greedy pig, you’d better not have eaten all those biscuits.

天那,你这头贪吃的猪, 你怎么把饼干都吃了?

17. ten to one : very likely to happen 极有可能

 e.g. Ten to one he won’t be there tonight. 他今晚肯定不会去.

18. beard 指下巴上的胡子

whiskers 指两鬓或下巴上的胡子

moustache 指唇上的胡须

19. turn loose: allow (sth) to be free of control

 e.g. The sick whale will be taken care of by the scientists before being turned loose.

The soldiers turned the prisoners loose one by one shortly after the city was conquered.

20. look the part: have an appearance for a particular job, role, or position

 e.g. I think he must be a captain—he certainly looks the part.

Despite looking the part, Michael was not an artist at all.

21. masterpiece: a piece of work, esp. art, which is the best of its type or the best a person has done

 e.g. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is considered Mark Twain’s masterpiece.

Many consider Michelangelo’s sculpture David to be his masterpiece.

The Wealth of Nations is Adam Smith’s masterpiece.

22. to excess: to an extreme degree  过度

 e.g. His father never smoked or drank to excess.

    Red meat(牛,羊猪肉) , very high in fat and calories, is harmful to health if eaten to excess.

23. for the rest: as regards other matters

当你谈过关于什么人或事的主要情况,还想谈谈其他不那么重要的方面时,用 for the rest 引导.

e.g. The salary in my new job is great, but (as) for the rest, I’m not impressed

我的新工作的工资还不错,不过其他方面就不是那么理想了.

   The book contains some interesting passages about the author’s children. For the rest, it is dull.

24. guard dog: a fierce dog that has been specially trained to protect a particular place.

*英文中虽然也用和狗相关的词表示贬义,但总体来说,狗是个褒义词. 这里的 “看门狗”一词就是一例,它用来强调贝尔曼对两位艺术家的关心.

25. fierce: 1) violent and angry

 e.g. A fierce police dog was chained to a wall.

It was estimated that the fierce storm killed at least several thousand people and left more than one million without homes.

     2)intense ; strong

 e.g. The world is becoming a global market, and the competition is fierce.

    While Apple enjoyed brighter sales, competitors in IBM PC would fought a fierce battle for market share.

    Fierce winds/sea/ weather  大风/ 汹涌的海洋/ 恶劣的天气

26. mock: ridicule ; make fun of ( used in the pattern: mock (at) sb./sth)嘲笑; 取笑

 e.g. Don’t mock at him just because he keeps falling off his bike.

不要因为他 老是从自行车上掉下来就笑话他.

A cruel wind mocked the boat’s attempts to reach the shore by pushing it further and further out to sea.

残忍的风将小船吹向大海,推得越来越远, 仿佛在嘲弄小船试图靠岸的努力.

比较: make fun of    

 e.g. She made fun of him by mocking his limp.

她学他一瘸一拐的样取笑他.

Poke fun of  取笑

The kids at school poked fun at him, saying his mother dressed him like a girl.

学校的孩子们笑话他,因为他妈妈给他穿的像个女孩子.

Tease v. 嘲笑

When we first met he teased me about my funny little nose.

我们第一次见面,他就取笑我那可笑的小鼻子.

27. smell of: have or emit an odor of  闻起来……
 e.g. My hands smell of onions.  我满手洋葱味

The drain’s blocked and smells disgustingly of rotten fish.

下水道堵了,有股恶心的臭鱼味.

28. dimly: with only a small amount of light; faintly 昏暗地

 e.g. The moon shone dimly behind the trees.

月光从树后透过来,显得暗淡.

比较:　dim  昏暗的  

 e.g. The evening light grew dim and they went inside.

28. fancy:1)  sth. imagined ; unfounded opinion or belief 想象

 e.g. The forecasts in his book were not wild fancies.

I think the story is a mixture of fact and fancy.

        2) a capricious notion; a whim 幻觉; 胡思乱想

     For me, wanting to learn to parachute was no passing fancy.

对我来说,想学跳伞可不是什么心血来潮的事

v. imagine or think that something is so  想像

 e.g. When she was young she fancied herself a rebel.

她年轻时认为自己是个叛逆者.

Who do you fancy to win the Cup this year？

你认为谁会赢得今年的奖杯？

adj. decorative or complicated, or very expensive 花哨的; 复杂的;昂贵的

 e.g. I wanted a simple black dress, nothing fancy.

我想要一件款式简单而不花哨的黑色礼服.

Never mind all these fancy phrases--- just tell us the plain facts.

不要管那些花里胡哨的语言----告诉我事实就行了.

29. fragile: adj. easily damaged, broken or harmed 易碎的; 虚弱的

 e.g. I felt rather fragile for a few days after the operation.

手术后几天我觉得很虚弱.

Be careful with that vase---it’s very fragile and worth a lot of money.

比较: weak : 虚弱的

  e.g. Look at him now, a tired, weak old man; it’s difficult to imagine that he was once a great athlete.

     看看他,一个疲惫,虚弱的老人,很难想象他曾经是个出色的运动员.

     feeble  a. (因年老或生病)虚弱的

  e.g. He did not remember his sister at all , except as a tiny , feeble baby.

     Frail: a. (尤指因年老) 虚弱

  e.g. A frail old woman with a walking stick came slowly down to the gate to meet us.

30. persistent: continuing ; occurring again and again 持续的; 一再发生的

 e.g. 1.)Neither high prices nor high wages could explain persistent depression and mass unemployment.

    2.)The persistent growth of the EU countries has been remarkable.

    3.)During the summer months persistent, heavy rainfall caused the Mississippi and Missouri rivers to overflow.

    4.) persistent debt / difficulties 长期的债务/ 困难

    5.)Be persistent---don’t give up. 要有恒心,不要放弃.

 比较: persistence  n. 持续状态;坚持不懈

 e.g. Most financial analysts have been surprised by the persistence of the recession.

    大多数经济分析家都 对 持续如此长时间的 经济萧条表示惊讶.

    Her persistence and enthusiasm have helped the group to achieve its status as an international development agency.

    她的执著和热情帮助集团赢得了国际开发商的地位.

31. mingle: mix (followed by with) 混合

 e.g. The singer’s style mingle jazz and country music.

    Many traditions have mingled to form modern American Christmas celebrations and folklore.

    Any excitement you have at starting a new job is always mingled with a certain amount of fear.

    开始一份新工作的兴奋总是夹杂着些许担心.

    This soup recipe mingles the flavors of orange and ginger very successfully.

    这汤里有桔子和姜的味道.

32. pull up :raise

 e.g. I sat at my desk, knees pulled up to my chin.

The old woman pulled the curtain up to see what was going on outside.

33. wearily  : with mental or physical fatigue  疲倦地; 劳累地

 e.g. I dragged myself wearily out of bed at five o’clock this morning.

早上五点我睡意朦胧地挣扎着从床上爬起来.

   Weary  a. 疲倦的; 劳累的

Here ,sit down and rest your weary legs.

I’ve been going out with the same people to the same clubs for years and I’ve just grown weary of it.

这么多年来我和相同的人去相同的俱乐部,烦透了.

34. stand out: be very noticeable 显著, 突出

 e.g. The working experience in Microsoft last year still stands out in my mind.

On the record I have just played, the first song stands out from all the others.

The black lettering really stand out on that orange background.

黑色的字体在橙色的背景下很醒目.

We had lots good applicants  for the job, but one stand out from the rest.

这份工作有许多不错的应征者,不过只有一个人脱颖而出.

35. wear away: 1.)( of time) pass gradually (时光)流逝

 e.g. They didn’t reach an agreement . Instead they wore the afternoon away in arguing.

The day wore away , and we still couldn’t find a solution to the problem.

        2.)cause to) become thin or damaged by constant use

 e.g. The steps have been worn away by the feet of thousands of visitors.

The pattern on the handle had completely worn away.

The fullness of spring has not yet worn quite away. 春意犹浓

36. cling to: hold tight to 抓紧;抱紧

 e.g. The child is clinging to his mother’s legs.

Another man was rescued as he clung to the riverbank.

She clung to the handrail as she walked down the slippery steps.

走下湿滑的楼梯时,她紧紧抓住扶手.

The two lost children clung tightly to each other. … 紧紧依偎

He still clings his old-fashioned ways.  他是固步自封.

She clings to the hope/belief that her husband will come back to her.

她一直心存希望丈夫会回心转意.

37. call to: attract the attention of (sb) by speaking out

 e.g. The fisherman called to the villagers on the shore.

Every morning we can hear various birds calling to one another in the park.

38. sin : offence against God, religion or good morals 罪孽,罪过

 e.g. In Christian theology, the first sin was committed by Adam.

The man confessed his sins to the priest.

It would be a sin not to go out on such a nice day.

这么好的天气不出门真是种罪过 .

38. sit up: raise yourself into an upright sitting position after you have been lying down or leaning back.

39. kind of: rather; to some extent (口语) 有点儿,可以这么说

 e.g. I kind of like him.

---You had an argument then with him. 你和他吵架了?

---Well, kind of.  可以这么说吧.

40. attack: Oneself of a disease; the experience or beginning of a feeling, need, or desire

         (疾病的)突然发作;(某种欲望或情绪等的)侵袭

 e.g. have an attack of measles 出麻疹

have an attack of the blues 感到郁闷
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